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Happy Fourth of July! 

This issue of TraVek Tips & Clips is being sent to 
you courtesy of: 

 
TraVek, Inc. 

7641 E Gray Rd, Ste H 
Scottsdale, AZ  85260 

480-367-1171 
  

It is just another way of saying that you are important 
to us, and we truly value you. Please pass this 

newsletter on to friends and neighbors.  

Dear Friends, 
 
We have been having fun here at TraVek. Besides the fact that we consider our-

selves really fortunate to have such great customers for whom we can work, we 

also consider ourselves fortunate that we have such great people on our team. We 

understand that the people we surround ourselves with have an impact on our 

daily lives, whether it be at home or at work, and so it is a privilege to work with 

great people. 

 

A couple weeks ago TraVek employees enjoyed a beau-

tiful Saturday morning golfing at Silverado Golf Club 

in Scottsdale. It was fun to be able to spend time togeth-

er playing on the golf course.  Dan Schmidt and Todd’s 

son, Nels, walked away with the prize! The two of them 

brought in the best score in the Two Man Scramble. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another fun thing around here was when 

Dave Ramsey was here late Spring. Randy 

and I were able to spend a nice lunch with 

him. What a great guy! We look forward to 

him returning in the Fall and hopefully being 

able to meet more of our team. 

 

Some of you may have noticed a new, 

younger and very lovely voice if you have 

called into the office recent-

ly. Caitlin Raisanen joined 

TraVek a couple weeks ago, 

and will be helping Brita in administrative duties. Caitlin gradu-

ated from Horizon High School this Spring, and is working to 

save some money for nursing school. For those of you who have 

been with us for awhile, Scott is her father.  We’re delighted to 

have Caitlin and another generation in the office. 

 

We’re happily busy and days fly by. Hope all is well with you and yours. Enjoy 

the July 4th weekend with family and friends; be safe and have fun! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Susan 
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The Star-Spangled Banner 
 

Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s 

early light 

 

What so proudly we hailed at the 

twilight’s last gleaming? 

 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars 

thru the perilous fight, 

 

O’er the ramparts we watched were 

so gallantly streaming? 

 

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs 

bursting in air, 

 

Gave proof through the night that 

our flag was still there. 

 

Oh, say does that star-spangled  

banner yet wave 

 

O’er the land of the free and the 

home of the brave?  



 Remodeling Tips 
What can you get for your money in a kitchen remodel? 
The following was taken from a recent article in the AZ Republic Saturday newspaper dated May 

9, 2015. Rosie Romero, an Arizona homebuilding and remodeling industry expert for 25 years, 

did a great job compiling a list of expectations, and we thought this information would be helpful 

to our readers, as well. This is a condensed version, so those who would like further explanations 

can find the article online at:  http://www.azcentral.com/story/entertainment/home/2015/05/13/

money-kitchen-remodel/70893976/  or scan the QR code at the bottom. 

 

What will $5,000-$7,000 buy? 
Cosmetic improvements, but not new cabinets. You might be able to install 

granite or quartz countertops and a new sink and faucet, also. 
 

An alternative: re-face or paint cabinets, paint the kitchen, new handles and 

knobs on the doors and drawers.  
 

What will $10,000-$12,000 buy? 
Replace countertops and a  new sink and faucet. Or reface the cabinets instead. 
 

You might have money left to add a backsplash, replace one or two appliances 

or do under-cabinet lighting. 
 

What will $20,000 buy? 
Probably new cabinets;  not high-end, but very nice. Quartz or granite counter-

tops and a new sink and faucet. Some demolition, but moving walls is not an 

option. 
 

No re-doing the floor, but you will probably have money left for a backsplash 

or to repaint. 
 

What will $40,000-$50,000 buy? 
Re-work the layout slightly and get better-quality cabinets. Fancier-grade gran-

ite or quartz countertops. Undermount sink and a European faucet with special 

features for the sink. 
 

Re-do flooring, remove soffits in the ceiling, new light fixtures and cabinet un-

der-lighting. 
 

Better appliances and maybe add a gas stove and a fancy ventilation hood over 

the range. Will maybe need to make changes in electricity and plumbing. Back-

splash and repaint walls. 
 

What will $100,000 and more buy? 
Everything  $50,000 can buy, plus changes to the layout like moving the sink. 

Rework layout and install an island. Could opt for granite or quartz countertops, 

plus a butcher-block area. 
 

New cabinetry could include self-closing drawers, shelves with spice racks and 

Lazy Susans, and special compartments in drawers. Very nice appliances, but 

Professional-grade appliances could cost as much as $50,000, so move forward 

carefully.  
 

Remove  soffits with old fluorescent lighting and popcorn ceilings. Pendant 

lights could hang over the island. May have to change air-conditioning ducts 

and electrical circuits. 
 

You could also have a glass tile backsplash and travertine or hardwood flooring 

that could run into the family room and hallway. 
 

Now what we're suggesting here is just a rough outline of what you could do. A 

lot depends on the age of your home and its initial construction. 
 

  

  

Rosie Romero is the host of the syndicated "“Rosie on the 

House” radio program heard in Phoenix from 7 to 11 a.m.  

Saturdays on KTAR-FM (92.3).   
 

 

                                  

RAGGED OLD 

FLAG 

 

 

 

 

I walked through a county courthouse square, 

on a park bench an old man was sitting there. I 

said, "Your old courthouse is kinda run down." 

He said, "Naw, it'll do for our little town." I 

said, "Your flagpole has leaned a little bit, and 

that's a Ragged Old Flag you got hanging on it. 

 

He said, "Have a seat", and I sat down. "Is this 

the first time you've been to our little town?" I 

said, "I think it is." He said, "I don't like to brag, 

but we're kinda proud of that Ragged Old Flag." 

 

"You see, we got a little hole in that flag there 

when Washington took it across the Delaware. 

And it got powder-burned the night Francis 

Scott Key Sat watching it writing, “Oh Say Can 

You See”. And it got a bad rip in New Orleans 

With Packingham and Jackson tuggin' at its 

seams." 

 

"And it almost fell at the Alamo beside the Tex-

as flag, but she waved on through. She got cut 

with a sword at Chancellorsville and she got cut 

again at Shiloh Hill. There was Robert E. Lee, 

Beauregard, and Bragg, and the south wind 

blew hard on that Ragged Old Flag." 

 

"On Flanders Field in World War I she got a 

big hole from a Bertha gun. She turned blood 

red in World War II, she hung limp and low by 

the time it was through. She was in Korea and 

Vietnam. She went where she was sent by her 

Uncle Sam." 

 

"She waved from our ships upon the briny 

foam, and now they've about quit waving her 

back here at home. In her own good land she's 

been abused;   She's been burned, dishonored, 

denied and refused." 

 

"And the government for which she stands is 

scandalized throughout the land. And she's get-

ting threadbare and wearing thin, but she's in 

good shape for the shape she's in 'cause she's 

been through the fire before and I believe she 

can take a whole lot more." 

 

"So we raise her up every morning, take her 

down every night. We don't let her touch the 

ground and we fold her up right. On second 

thought I DO like to brag, 'cause I'm mighty 

proud of that Ragged Old Flag."  
 

Written by Johnny Cash 

 

 



  Family Matters  

Tips for Helping Your Aging Parents 

 

Conversations about how to help your par-

ents as they age are not always easy to 

have, but they are necessary. It is easier if a 

person can be realistic in the sense that 

most of us will age, and this is something 

that is better if it is talked about and 

planned for earlier rather than last minute 

when the need is already there. When the 

wishes and desires of parents have been 

discussed while parents are still healthy, it 

is much easier to have a logical plan in 

place, and children do not have to make 

difficult and often emotional decisions on 

their own, and then wonder whether or not 

they did as their parents had wished. 

 

Parents, it is never too soon to start discuss-

ing these issues with your children, but es-

pecially as you near retirement. Hopefully 

you have many happy, healthy years ahead, 

but do your kids a favor and let them know 

what you want! If your home is too large 

and you are considering downsizing, why 

not find one that could be your home for the 

next thirty plus years when your footsteps 

start to become weak? A single-story house 

without steps, wider doorways, a walk-in 

shower, kitchen cupboards you can reach 

without having to lift your arms way up 

high, garage/home entry, windows that 

open easily, a lawn that is easily maintaina-

ble, etc. 

 

Kids, ask your parents how they wish to be 

cared for when or if it becomes difficult for 

them to maintain their independence, and 

they become in need of more help.  Do they  

want to live closer to their children? Would 

they want to build in-law quarters on to one 

of their children’s homes, do they want 

their children to move in with them, do they 

want to move to assisted living, hire in-

home care?  

 

The topic of Living Arrangements is a good 

place to start a conversation. Eventually 

there will have to be other conversations in 

regards to financial issues, living wills, 

health care initiatives, and so on, but the 

main thing is to get the conversations go-

ing!  
 

 

 

 

Monthly Humor 
 

Four expectant fathers were in Minneapolis hospital waiting room, while their 

wives were in labor. The nurse arrived and announced to the first man, 

"Congratulations sir, You're the father of twins."  

        

"What a coincidence" the man said with some obvious pride. "I work for the 

Minnesota Twins baseball team."  

        

The nurse returned in a little while and turned to the second man, "You sir, are 

the father of triplets."  

        

"Wow, That's really an incredible coincidence " he answered.  

        

"I work for the 3M Corporation." My buddies at work will never let me live this 

one down.  

        

An hour later, while the other two men were passing cigars around, the nurse 

came back, this time she turn to the 3rd man - who had been quiet in the corner. 

She announced that his wife had just given birth to quadruplets.  

        

Stunned, he barely could reply. "Don't tell me another coincidence?" asked the 

nurse. After finally regaining his composure, he said "I don't believe it, I work for 

the Four Seasons Hotel."  

        

After hearing this, everybody's attention turned to the 4th guy, who had just faint-

ed, flat out on the floor. The nurse rushed to his side and after some time, he 

slowly gained back his consciousness.  

        

When he was finally able to speak, you could hear him whispering repeatedly the 

same phrase over and over again.  

        

"I should have never taken that job at 7-Up "I should have never 

taken that job at 7-Up "I should have never taken that job at 7-

Up…” 

Live so that when your children think of fairness and integrity, they think of you. 

—H. Jackson Brown 

Fill in the blank squares so 

that each row, each column, 

and each 3-by-3 block con-

tains all of the digits 1 

through 9. 

 

Need a little help? Scan the 

QR Code or go to:                 

http://www.travek.com/about-

us/news-and-events/17139-

sudoku-answers-for-traveks-

newsletter.html 

The love between a PARENT and their 

children is ALWAYS and FOREVER. 



The “Waited-For” Newsletter 

TraVek, Inc. 

7641 E Gray Road, Suite H 

Scottsdale, AZ  85260 

480-367-1171 

www.travek.com 

 

This was a beautiful home remodel in Scottsdale. The homeowners wanted to fill in the sunken living room (we affectionately call 

those ankle-breakers), remodel the kitchen, and remove the sunken shower and increase the size of the master bathroom. In order to 

do that, TraVek removed a closet from the bathroom, and extended the outer wall of the bedroom to put closet space there. This also 

added space to their craft room and another bedroom on that side of the house. 

 

We call a lot of the special touches “Janelle-Inspired” because one of the homeowners had a lot of cute ideas that we were able to 

incorporate into the overall design. When talking with her, she said that she had gathered a lot of ideas from places such as Pinter-

est.  
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Featured Project: 

 

To read more about and see all the pictures of this gorgeous home remodel 

below, scan the QR code or go to TraVek’s website at www.travek.com. 

Along the left side, click on About Us. Then click on Meet the Team. Click 

on Hans’s picture and you’ll see this as one of his featured projects. 

Hans Raisanen, Designer 
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